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6. Request for nominations for the Joint Regional Planning Panels 

Council has received correspondence from the Minister for Planning requesting 
nominations for the Joint Regional Planning Panels (JRPPs). 

Group Manager, Planning and Environment 

BACKGROUND 

The NSW Government’s planning reforms include the establishment of Joint Regional 
Planning Panels (JRPPs) to determine development proposals of regional significance. 
The core objective of JRPPs is to provide stronger-decision making through greater 
independence, to supplement Council’s expertise and draw on local and regional 
knowledge. 10 

20 

30 

Six regions are proposed to cover metropolitan and regional areas of NSW. It is 
intended currently to only appoint JRPPs in five of the regions, with the functions of the 
JRPP in the Western Region being undertaken by the Planning Assessment 
Commission. 

The JRPPs will commence operation on 1 July 2009. 

The core functions of JRPPs will be to: 

1. Exercise certain consent authority functions in regard to regional development 
applications; and 

2. Where requested, advise the NSW Minister for Planning on planning or 
development matters or environmental planning instruments in respect to the 
JRPPs region. 

Development Applications for projects classed as regional development will be 
assessed by Council officers. The Council officer’s assessment and recommendations 
will then be referred to a JRPP for determination. Regional development will include: 

• Commercial, residential, retail and tourism with capital investment value (CIV) 
between $10m and $100m 

• Public and private community infrastructure and ecotourism with a CIV of more 
than $5m eg. schools, community halls, libraries etc 

• Designated development (Environmental impact Statement (EIS) required) 

• Certain major coastal developments; and 

• If council is the proponent or is conflicted in relation to a development with a CIV 
of more than $5m. 

JRPPs will be comprised of three members appointed by the Minister to participate in 
JRPP matters across that region, and two members appointed by the relevant councils, 
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to participate in JRPP development and planning matters in their particular Local 
Government area. 

NOMINATION OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 

The Minister has formally requested Council nominate two councillors to become 
member of the relevant JRPP. Council is also requested to nominate an alternative 
member who could replace a Council nominee if unavailable. 40 

50 

Staff are of the opinion that it would be appropriate for Council to nominate a first and 
second alternate to cover times either one or both of the nominated members are 
unavailable. 

At least one Council nominee is required to have expertise in one or more of:  planning, 
architecture, heritage, the environment, urban design, land economics, traffic and 
transport, law, engineering or tourism. 

[Attached as Appendix 1 is the Information Package for Council nominees] 

RECOMMENDATION 

That in accordance with the request from the Minister for Planning, The Hon. Kristina 
Keneally, Council: 

(a) nominate two Councillors to be members of the Joint Regional Planning Panel; 

(b) nominate a first and second alternative should the nominated members referred 
to in (a) above be unavailable to attend a Joint Regional Planning Panel meeting; 

(c) formally advise the Minister for Planning of Council’s decision. 
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Appendix 1 – Information Package for Council nominees] 
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