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With the initi al allocati on of the Tathra and 
District Bushfi re Mayoral Appeal Fund now 
completed, the committ ee have moved directly 
onto Stage 2.
Stage 2 aims to provide support to those whose 
homes have been lost or signifi cantly damaged 
- this includes second residences such as rental 
properti es and holiday homes. 
Eligible residents have been contacted directly 
by the distributi on committ ee and provided with 
the necessary applicati on informati on.
A distributi on matrix has been developed by the 
committ ee, which will determine the amounts 
distributed to each household.

Bega Valley Shire Council Mayor, Cr Kristy 
McBain, said the distributi on committ ee was very 
happy with the effi  ciency of the initi al allocati on 
and was looking forward to being able to provide 
further support to those impacted through this 
second stage.
“The appeal fund has now passed the $1.5 
million mark and we are very focussed on 
ensuring the money goes out in a ti mely manner 
to meet urgent needs,” Cr McBain said. 
Anyone who believes they are eligible for 
Stage 2 and have not been contacted is 
encouraged to phone (02) 6499 2182, or email 
MayoralAppealFund@begavalley.nsw.gov.au.

More informati on about the Mayoral Appeal 
Fund (including the fund rules) is available on 
Council’s website at www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/
tathra.
Donati ons to the Mayoral Appeal Fund can sti ll 
be made via:
• Electronic bank transfer: BSB: 012525 

Account: 837535154.
• In person, at an ANZ Bega Branch.
• Credit Card over the phone, call (02) 6499 

2345 during offi  ce hours.
For internati onal donati ons, the ANZ swift  code is 
ANZBAU3M.

Appeal distributi on moves onto Stage 2
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A closer look at this year’s Operati onal Plan on pages 4 and 5

Your Place. Our Place. Great Place.
Vision: By working together, the Bega Valley Shire community integrates quality of life, 
enterprising business, sustainable development and conservati on of the environment.
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The planned redevelopment of the Bega Valley 
Regional Gallery (BVRG) has reached another 
signifi cant milestone.
Architectural concept plans have now been 
prepared by Sibling Architecture and will form a 
key component of the Development Applicati on 
for the project that is set to be lodged soon.
The development of the plans comes aft er 
the BVRG was given the go ahead to progress 
their applicati on for funding under the NSW 
Government’s Regional Cultural Fund into 
a special round, which will be submitt ed in 
September. 
BVRG Director, Iain Dawson, praised Sibling’s 
concept, calling it a “game changer” for the 
visual arts in south eastern NSW.
“Encompassing expanded exhibiti on and 
storage space, contemporary environmental 
control and lighti ng and a hireable workshop 
space; the concept design also features a more 
welcoming and accessible façade that allows the 
community to view artworks 24/7,” Mr Dawson 
said.
“As the only publicly funded gallery south 
of Nowra and east of Albury, the BVRG has 
delivered access to contemporary Australian 
visual culture within a limited facility for 30 
years. 
“Sibling has skilfully interpreted what is needed 
to bring the gallery in line with other regional 
galleries in NSW, so we are able to present even 
broader arti sti c and educati onal programs to 

residents of the south east.  
“The excellent response from the community to 
last year’s consultati on demonstrated just how 
cherished the BVRG is and the dedicated work 
of our stakeholder committ ee has enabled us to 
conti nue our momentum.

“I am confi dent we have a strong applicati on 
and look forward to submitti  ng our business 
case to the Regional Cultural Fund.
“In 2017, the 22,000 visitors to the BVRG (40% 
of these were visitors to the Shire) added 
$1.3million to the local economy. 
“The proposed new gallery has the capacity to 
draw even more visitors and reach a broader 
local and tourist audience also,” Mr Dawson 
said. 
The community will have an opportunity to 
provide feedback on the concept through the 
public exhibiti on phase of the Development 
Applicati on process – details on this will be 
adverti sed at the appropriate ti me.

Right: The concept plans for the Bega Valley Regional 
Gallery redevelopment depict an exciti ng and interacti ve 

space.

Gallery concept plans prepared

“It is a game changer for the 
visual arts in south eastern NSW.”

- Iain Dawson

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signifi cant infrastructure is required 
to make a town habitable and 
pleasurable, both to live in and visit. 
Bermagui is a unique town, with 
a stunning natural environment 
and year-round visitors, and 
Council contributes by maintaining 
and providing the necessary 
roads, bridges, sewer, water and 
recreati onal ameniti es to support 
residents, businesses and tourists.
Council’s Works Manager, Ian 
Macfarlane, said that it was 
grati fying to see the Nutley’s 
Creek Reservoir pulse new life into 
Bermagui’s water mains recently.
“The Reservoir cost $3 million and 
another $3 million was spent on 
pipes in preparati on, so all up that 
adds up to around 65% of Council’s 
total expenditure on water pipes in 
the last three years,” he said. 
Plans are also in the pipeline for 
upgrades to the Bermagui sewerage 
treatment plant which is likely to 
necessitate an approximate $1 
million spend. These works are 
currently out to tender. 
In additi on, Bermagui folk can 
expect work to begin on a new 
water treatment plant in the next 
12-24 months. This will be a big-
ti cket item worth at least $7 million. 
Safe and convenient roads, 
pathways and cycleways enhance 

urban living and in the 2017/2018 
fi nancial year, Council has spent the 
following on the Bermagui township 
transport network (these fi gures do 
not include maintenance on parks, 
reserves, streets or ameniti es).
• Road stabilisati on $543,000
• Road sealing $280,000 
• Bridge works (Bermagui) $124,000
• Bridge works (Brokelos) $270,000
• Cycleways $15,000
• Footpaths $6,000
• Drainage $200,000
A further $2 million in expenditure is 
planned for the 2018/2019 fi nancial 
year for Bermagui boat ramps, 
ameniti es and pathways.

Infrastructure boost for Bermi

Work on the Bermagui Bridge represented 
a porti on of the near $1.5 million Council 

invested in the Bermagui township 
transport network during the 2017-18 

fi nancial year.

mailto:recovery%40begavalley.nsw.gov.au?subject=
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The proposed upgrade and 
redevelopment of the Merimbula 
Airport terminal is set to take a 
signifi cant step forward with the 
Development Applicati on set to be 
submitt ed this week
The community is invited and 
encouraged to provide feedback on 
the proposal when the applicati on 
is publically exhibited in the coming 
weeks.
Prepared by prolifi c architecture 
fi rm, STEA, and informed through 
consultati on previously undertaken 
with airport user groups, the plan is 
for the terminal building to extend 
just past the current airside gates 
and would include airport screening, 
a search room, upgraded staff  room, 
an external seati ng area with access 
to the café, and the separati on of 
incoming and departi ng passengers.
Through pursuing a modular 
expansion, there will be litt le 
disturbance to the current terminal 
footprint and it will allow for further 
secti ons to be added as the need 
arises into the future.
Council’s project manager, Jenny 
Symons, said the key aims of the 
project are to improve passenger 
comfort and safety and importantly 
future-proof the airport for the 
foreseeable future.

“STEA have an excellent track record 
of designing airport terminals and 
we are very confi dent in the work 
that has been done in preparing 
these plans,” Ms Symons said.
“They comprise the bare minimum 
needed to allow for the introducti on 
of security screening for passengers 
and their baggage, which could 
become mandatory at any ti me 
and is required for the airport to 
cater for any aircraft  larger than the 

current Rex fl eet.
“Heati ng and cooling of the building 
will be improved through the 
use of environmentally friendly 
instantaneous heati ng and fan 
driven venti lati on and cost eff ecti ve 
measures are being incorporated 
to ensure that the terminal’s 
presentati on to arriving travellers 
will refl ect its key role as a gateway 
to the area.
“Feedback from user groups about 

the importance of features such as 
the external seati ng area has been 
incorporated into the design and 
careful att enti on has been paid to 
ensuring disrupti on to the terminal’s 
operati ons will be minimised during 
the constructi on phase,” Ms Symons 
said.
For further informati on on the 
project, contact Jenny Symons on 
(02) 6499 2222 or email JSymons@
begavalley.nsw.gov.au

Airport terminal DA to be submitt ed

An illustrati on of what an upgraded Merimbula Airport terminal may look like on approach from the north apron.

Another chance for local 
tradespeople and service 
providers to become registered 
as preferred and pre-approved 
contractors has come about 
through Council’s Trade Services 
Panel tender.
This process aims to expand upon 
the existi ng panel that can be 
called upon to deliver services 
for Council without the need 
to submit a separate tender for 
every job.
The panel provides a platf orm for 
engagement between both trade 
contractors and Council project 
managers, providing effi  ciencies 
and reducing the administrati ve 
burden for all.
It allows Council to set out 
standardised, pre-negoti ated 
terms and conditi ons across all 
trade categories, which apply 
for the durati on of the panel, 
ensuring appointment on an even 
playing fi eld via an open process.
Aft er successfully operati ng for 
the past 12 months the panel 
has been reopened to a broader 
range of services. 
The Trade Services Panel 
tender closes at 12pm AEST on 
Wednesday, 25 July 2018. 
Visit our tender portal at www.
tenderlink.com/begavalley.

Trade Services Panel

Early childhood educati on in Eden is set for a signifi cant 
change, with Council to co-locate Eden Preschool and 
Eden Childcare Centre from January 2019.
The merged enti ty will operate from the Eden Childcare 
Centre facility in Bimmil Street, with Council to 
investi gate opti ons for the best uti lisati on of the current 
Preschool site in nearby Stanley Street.
The merged early learning service will include both 
long day care and preschool programs, similar to 
Council’s successful multi purpose Bega service, Bandara 
Children’s Services. 
Eden Childcare Centre will be renamed in consultati on 
with the community in coming months to refl ect the 
changes to the service. 
The decision to co-locate Eden Preschool and Eden 
Childcare Centre aligns with recent feedback and 
requests from service users and will importantly 
improve effi  ciencies by reducing overhead costs such as 
uti liti es. The move is also a key priority within Council’s 
Children’s Services Strategic Plan.
Council’s Manager Community Connecti ons, Kristi na 
Brenner, said in working under a fi nite budget it is our 
absolute priority that funding is allocated wherever 
possible to directly supporti ng the children and their 
families.
“There is no doubt in our mind that a successful merger 
will enable this to happen more eff ecti vely and having 
recently received a capital works grant, we are planning 
on increasing the licenced capacity of the co-located 
service by building a third room,” Ms Brenner said.
“Council has operated all four of its Children’s Services 
(Bandara in Bega and the Sapphire Mobile Preschool 
as well) for more than 10 years, having taken them on 

to ensure the community wasn’t without a preschool 
or childcare centre and we remain unwavering in this 
commitment.
“It is important that as we transiti on into these new 
arrangements, our families and children feel supported 
and understand that we will assist them in any way we 
can,” Ms Brenner said.
Informati on sessions will be held in Term 3, with 
current and potenti al service users of the preschool 
and long day care programs welcome to att end. These 
informati on sessions will also include consultati on 
about the naming of the new Centre.
Fact sheets about the changes have been provided to 
parents of Eden Childcare Centre and Eden Preschool 
and they are also available on Council’s website at 
www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/children.
For more informati on, contact your current service.

Early childhood centres to merge

Fun and learning will conti nue when the Eden Preschool and Eden 
Childcare Centre merge from January 2019.

mailto:jsymons%40begavalley.nsw.gov.au?subject=
mailto:jsymons%40begavalley.nsw.gov.au?subject=
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Overview
More than words on a page, the Delivery 
Program is a key document of Council, which 
underpins and outlines what we will do in the 
medium term (four years) to deliver services, 
projects, capital works and asset maintenance 
to Shire residents. 
Recently, it was necessary to make revisions to 
the Delivery Program 2017 - 2021 to take into 
account two signifi cant developments impacti ng 
operati ons; the unprecedented level of funding 
currently coming to Council from the State 
Government through grants and the Tathra and 
District Fire. 
The Operati onal Plan takes a short term view of 
Council’s acti viti es, focusing on the upcoming 
12 months and in this issue we’re moving the 
magnifying glass over a few projects in the 
Operati onal Plan to give you some insight into 
what you can expect over the next year.
Revisions to the Delivery Program were adopted 
by Council at its 27 June meeti ng, along with the 
Operati onal Plan 2018 – 2019. 

You can view both the current Operati onal Plan 
and the Delivery Program on our website.

Tathra and District Fire
Several projects line up against the Tathra and 
District Fire and these focus on the Recovery 
Support Service, mental health, waste 
management, management of development 
applicati ons, soil conservati on and vegetati on 
regenerati on, distributi ng funds from the 
Mayoral Fund and infrastructure projects such 
as the Tathra Headland Wharf Access walkway 
and the Tathra foreshore playground renewal. 
The Tathra Headland walkway and the 
playground are both being funded by the State 
Government, with $1.2 million for the walkway 
coming from the Regional Growth Environment 
and Tourism Fund and $600,000 for the 
playground from the Accelerated Open Space 
and Parklands Program.

Stronger Country Communiti es Fund
Council is benefi ti ng from further fi nancial 

support to the tune of $974,677 coming from 
successful applicati ons to the NSW State 
Government’s Stronger Country Communiti es 
Fund to provide infrastructure projects 
throughout the Shire.
Specifi cally, four village playgrounds at 
Bemboka, Cobargo, Mogareeka and Wyndham 
will be upgraded; the town halls at Kiah, 
Tanja, Wolumla and Pambula will receive new 
contemporary kitchens; the Eden Log Cabin 
will soon sport a new roof and kitchen; various 
improvements will occur at Bandara Childrens 
Services; and stage one of the Great South Coast 
Walk will commence with the replacement of 
the Wallaga Lake boardwalk.
Council’s Grant Funding Submissions 
Coordinator, Cecily Hancock, said that it’s 
fantasti c that there have been so many funding 
opportuniti es for Council to apply for. 
“We are working hard to maximise our 
applicati ons to a range of (government and non-
government) organisati ons,” she said.

Grants and fi re drive changes

An exciti ng 12 months is planned 
for environmental projects and 
programs as Council strives to 
eff ecti vely manage our cherished 
environment, oft en in partnership 
with various local organisati ons and 
community stakeholders.
Keep an eye on Council’s website 
and Facebook page over the coming 
months as plans and programs are 
developed and delivered.  

Coastal Hazards
The Shire-wide Coastal Hazards 
Management Program will be 
completed over the next year. 
The Program builds on the 
knowledge gained from the Coastal 
Processes and Hazards Defi niti on 
Study, carried out in 2014-2015.
The plan will develop management 
acti ons for areas in the Shire at 
risk from coastal hazards and will 
be delivered in accordance with 
the New Coastal Management 
Act (2016), Coastal Management 
Manual (2018) and Coastal 
Management State Environmental 
Planning Policy (2018).
The fi nal report of the Coastal 
Processes and Hazards Defi niti on 
Study was published in 2015 and is 
available from Council’s website at 
www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au. 

Coastal Management
The glistening waters of our lakes 
are a treasured asset enjoyed 
by residents and visitors of all 
ages and the next 12 months will 
see programs developed, which 
will outline the directi on for the 
management of Wallaga Lake, 
Merimbula Lake, Back Lake, and 
Lake Curalo.
The management plans will take 
into account the environmental, 
social, cultural and recreati onal use 
values of the lakes and will also have 
regard to the threats and pressures 
on lake ecosystems.
The plans will naturally comply with 
current legislati on and standards 
too, namely the New Coastal 
Management Act (2016), the 

Coastal Management Manual (2018) 
and the Coastal Management State 
Environmental Planning Policy 
(2018).

Tathra Soil Conservati on Plan 
The Tathra and District Fire severely 
aff ected the fragile land catchments 
around the township of Tathra.
Acti ng Environment and 
Sustainability Coordinator, Michael 
Fiedler, said that the focus for the 
upcoming year is on reducing the 
risk of soil and sediment from 
entering waterways and aff ecti ng 
stormwater infrastructure.
“We are working in partnership 
with the Local Land Services and 
we have funding support from the 
Crown Land Service through the 
Department of Industry, so we can 

conti nue to monitor and deploy 
erosion and sediment control 
measures in and around Tathra,” he 
said.

Green Shoots campaign
The Green Shoots campaign aims to 
restore those natural areas aff ected 
by the fi re in and around Tathra.
Council is encouraging the 
community to be involved in 
organised planti ng acti viti es and 
tree-giveaways over the next 12 
months. 
With assistance from Tathra 
Landcare and other community 
members, Council has already 
started revegetati ng some areas 
and we’re planning further works in 
priority locati ons.

NSW Coastal Conference
Council is thrilled to be the 2018 
host of the annual NSW Coastal 
Conference for three days from 7-9 
November. 
This is the fi rst ti me we have hosted 
the Conference which is likely to 
bring around 200 delegates from 
across the State to our patch of 
paradise.
More informati on is available at 
www.coastalconference.com. 

A management plan for Merimbula Lake will be developed this fi nancial year.

Exciti ng year ahead for environmental projects

http://www.coastalconference.com/
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Tucked into the south east corner of NSW and 
with Canberra being our nearest metropolitan 
centre, it makes sense for our Shire to look 
to our neighbouring Shires and the ACT for 
collaborati on and advocacy.
The Canberra Region Joint Organisati on (CBRJO) 
is an umbrella organisati on gathering in the ACT 
Government and nine Councils from across the 
South East of NSW, including the Bega Valley, 
Eurobodalla, Goulburn Mulwaree, Hilltops, 
Queanbeyan-Palerang, Snowy Monaro, Upper 
Lachlan, Wingecarrabee and Yass Valley.
Consisti ng of the elected mayor from each 
council, the CBRJO board meets quarterly to 
rati fy the directi on the working groups are 
taking and to meet with politi cal leaders to 
lobby for the region as a whole. 
Coming out of the Bega Valley Shire Council’s 
Operati onal Plan 2018 – 2019, the next 12 
months will see conti nued collaborati on with 
the CBRJO through the various working groups - 
economic development/tourism, infrastructure, 
waste and planning.

Bega Valley Shire Council Mayor, Cr Kristy 
McBain says it is an honour to be the deputy 
chair of the now formally legislated joint 
organisati on.
“Members of the CBRJO are working hard 
on regional outcomes through the working 
groups and it has been useful to discuss what 
every local council has on its radar as we now 
have a group of lobbyists for our area, who are 
external to our region, and this adds strength,” 
Cr McBain said.
“As a larger group of councils we have also had 
bett er tracti on with obtaining meeti ngs with 
politi cians, working with business and sporti ng 
clubs to sell the benefi ts of south east NSW and 
in making connecti ons, which will hopefully 
deliver bett er investment into our Shire.
“For example at a meeti ng with state ministers, 
three other councils all lobbied for bett er use 
of the Port of Eden which they could see would 
benefi t their own regions. 
“A regional freight strategy linking the Port 
of Eden with Canberra airport and the Hume 

Highway is a key focus.
“With Canberra airport providing direct 
internati onal fl ights to and from Wellington 
(New Zealand) and Singapore, exports, freight 
and tourism are key economic drivers not only 
for our Shire, but for the enti re south east,” she 
said.
General Manager, Leanne Barnes, says that 
Council is already working with the CBRJO on 
projects across a number of areas.
These include regional waste; street lighti ng 
to reduce electricity costs; regional economic 
development; addressing new legislati ve 
requirements in relati on to contaminated 
lands; and assistance with interpretati on and 
implementati on of new legislati on regarding 
the Crown Lands Management Act, Nati ve Title 
matt ers, biodiversity and biosecurity. 
“Council’s e-tendering portal feeds into the 
CBRJO portal, which pulls together regional 
procurement acti viti es into a single portal 
across all member councils and is an example of 
regional collaborati on,” Ms Barnes said.

Collaborati on strengthens our region

What your Rates & Charges pay for!

Sourcing our funds

Spending our funds

12 July 9 August 6 September
4 October 1 November 13 December

mailto:recovery%40begavalley.nsw.gov.au?subject=
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Merimbula waste
collecti on changes
Bega Valley Shire Council has made 
changes to waste collecti on zones 
for properti es in the Merimbula 
urban area (east of Reid Street) 
to achieve consistency with bin 
collecti on dates.
The zones are what Council’s waste 
collecti on contractors, Cleanaway, 
and Council use to plan bin 
collecti on days across the Shire.
Merimbula previously had two 
waste collecti on zones, Zone A and 
Zone B.

Council’s Waste Management 
Coordinator Joley Vidau said all of 
the Merimbula urban area changed 
to Zone A from Thursday, July 12. 
“Previously Merimbula had two 
zones, Zone A (west of Reid St) 
and Zone B (east of Reid St), which 
meant a secti on of the town put 
their bins out for collecti on on one 
day and the rest on another,” Ms 
Vidau said. 
“This zone change will help 
residents and visitors work out 
which bins go out each week and 
streamline bin collecti on.
“The best way to keep track is to 
download the free Bega Valley 

Waste APP onto your smartphone, 
enter your address, and it will send 
you reminders of when to put your 
bins out.
“Council has also sent a lett er 
and a 2018-19 Zone A calendar to 
current Zone B residents to help 
them present the correct bins for 
collecti on.
“You will also noti ce one side of the 
calendar has bin collecti on dates 
for when FOGO starts, so when you 
receive your free kitchen caddy you 
can turn your calendar over for the 
FOGO collecti on dates,” Ms Vidau 
said.
If you were already in Zone A 

nothing has changed, but if you 
were previously in Zone B the 
following applies:
• Your Recycling (yellow) bin was 

collected on Thursday, July 
5 and will be collected on a 
fortnightly basis from Thursday, 
July 12 moving forward.

• Your Organics (green) bin will be 
collected on Thursday, August 2 
and then every four weeks unti l 
FOGO starts later this year.

• There is no change to your 
Landfi ll (red) bin collecti on, as it 
will remain weekly unti l FOGO 
starts later in the year.

Receive your
Rates & Water Notices
via email Register Online

begavalley.enotices.com.au

SAVE TIME!

SAVE THE ENVIRONMENT!

It’s been another busy few weeks for the town 
teams, with projects on the go throughout the 
Shire.

Bermagui
The Bermagui team have been undertaking 
fencing repairs, picnic table maintenance and 
vegetati on maintenance on trees, grass and 
shrubs.
Toilet maintenance repairs have been programed 
in this fi nancial year, with painti ng and improved 
lighti ng the focus.

Bega  
The ongoing maintenance of and repairs to the 
paving, bin stands and balustrading in Carp Street 
has been on the agenda in Bega.
This work is set to be complimented by a planned 
project to repair the ti mber bench seats outside 
the Commonwealth Bank and further paving and 
concrete repairs in Ayres walkway.
Two picnic tables have been removed and 
replaced at Bega lookout, while the upgrade 
of the Bega Cheese Apex Park is nearing 
completi on.

Merimbula
The beauti fi cati on of gardens in Merimbula 
conti nues, with areas including the boat ramp, 
Fishpen, Ford Oval and the Alice Street carpark 
all coming in for att enti on.
The Fishpen carpark also saw 18 metres of kerb 
and gutt er replaced.

Eden
Fencing repairs and tree and vegetati on 
management in parks and gardens have been 
prioriti es for the Eden town team, with important 
work to beach access tracks also undertaken.

New pressure washer
Council recently purchased a new steam pressure 
washer.
The trailer mounted unit comes with a turbo 
head to enable the effi  cient removal of graffi  ti , 
food spills, chewing gum and general grime from 
assets such as footpaths, barbecues and toilets 
and algae from boat ramps and pontoons.

Line marking
The Urban Maintenance Team have been line 
marking road intersecti ons across the Shire to 
improve ‘Give Way’ and ‘Stop’ lines – a total of 
174 intersecti ons have been completed with 
more to come in this fi nancial year.

Cycleways
Repairs have been carried out on the Pambula/
Merimbula cycleway, with 27 metres replaced 
with new reinforced concrete.

Street Sweeper
The contract street sweeper has been busy 
sweeping and removing aggregate and debris 
from Council’s rural, regional and urban roads 
and roundabouts. A total of 123 intersecti ons 
have been completed in all.

Town teams making it happen

Above: The new steam pressure washer is being put to 
good use.

Below: The beauti fi cati on of Merimbula’s gardens has 
conti nued at a number of sites.

https://begavalley.enotices.com.au/
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Have you moved?

www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/update-my-address

Do you need to update your address?

use our online form

An Aldi supermarket in Merimbula will be 
a reality aft er the Southern Joint Regional 
Planning Panel (SJRPP) approved the 
Development Applicati on recently.
The DA went before the Joint Regional Planning 
Panel due the cost of constructi on being valued 
at $6.9 million and as Council was the land 
owner.
In giving reasons for their decision, the SJRPP 
determined that the proposed development 
was consistent with the Bega Valley LEP 2013 
and DCP 2013 and appropriate for the site in 
accordance with the relevant statutory planning 
provisions.
The German giant will now be able to proceed 
with their plans at 103 & 105 – 107 Main Street.
Importantly the panel did impose modifi ed 
conditi ons of approval that will require Aldi to 
do the following:
• Submit a landscape plan that provides 

additi onal landscaping to the Main Street 
carpark.

• Plant four large trees (10 – 20 metres in 
height) within the road reserve of the new 
service road and a further two within the 
Main Street footpath.

• Provide a public artwork in Merimbula or a 
monetary payment in lieu. 

• Fence the side boundary with 99 Main 
Street using materials that complement the 
development.

• Only trim and/or remove tress and 
vegetati on that would impede constructi on 
of the supermarket.

• Provide Council with a noise verifi cati on 
report (prepared by an appropriately 
qualifi ed acousti c consultant) within three 
months of the supermarket opening.   

The decision of the SRJPP comes following a 
public consultati on period, site inspecti ons, 
briefi ng meeti ngs and a fi nal public meeti ng on 
28 June.

Planning Panels are independent bodies. 
Determinati ons made by the Panels are not 
subject to the directi on of the Minister for 
Planning. 
They were introduced in NSW on 1 July 2009 
to strengthen decision making on regionally 
signifi cant development applicati ons (DAs) and 
certain other planning matt ers. 
Full details on the planning Panels can be found 
at www.planningpanels.nsw.gov.au/AboutUs/.

Merimbula Aldi is on the way

Rothelowman Architects’ concept plan for the Aldi supermarket building, which is set to be constructed at 103 & 105 
- 107 Main Street in Merimbula aft er the DA was approved by the Southern Joint Regional Planning Panel (SJRPP).

Council’s design team have 
developed a comprehensive design 
for the Tathra to Kalaru Bike Track 
alignment.
Design eff orts have been focussed 
on the southern side of Tathra 
Road from the Kalaru Bus Stop to 
the entrance of Tathra.  
The path will then cross Tathra 
Road/Bega Street to the northern 
side where it will fi nish at the 
Tathra Primary School.
A staged constructi on of the bike 
path is planned to commence in 

late 2018, with a target completi on 
of mid-2019.
The project is to be enti rely funded 
by a $3,000,000 grant received 
from the State Government under 
the 2017/18 Acti ve Transport 
Program and represents the fi rst 
stage in creati ng a cycling network 
between Bega and Tathra. 
All plans, as well as answers to the 
frequently asked questi ons, are 
available for viewing on Council’s 
website at htt ps://www.begavalley.
nsw.gov.au/majorprojects.

For more informati on or to submit 
feedback on the project, contact 
Council on (02) 6499 2222 or email 

the project offi  cer, Brenton Blair at 
bblair@begavalley.nsw.gov.au.

Design developed for bike track project

The proposed alignment of the Tathra-Kalaru Bike Track.

http://www.planningpanels.nsw.gov.au/AboutUs/tabid/64/language/en-AU/Default.aspx
mailto:bblair%40begavalley.nsw.gov.au?subject=
mailto:https://www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/majorprojects?subject=
mailto:https://www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/update-my-address?subject=
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Wallaga Lake fi shers and other 
users of the Beauty Point boat 
ramp can look forward to an 
upgraded boati ng facility now 
that constructi on is scheduled to 
commence later this month.
The project will be jointly funded 
with Roads and Mariti me Services 
contributi ng $325,000 through 
its NSW Boati ng Now program 
and the Bega Valley Shire Council 
contributi ng $85,000.
Recreati on Projects Supervisor, Matt  
Collins, said that the new facility 
will help improve safety and access 
to the water for locals and tourists 
alike, with a reinforced concrete 
double boat ramp set to replace the 
existi ng gravel ramp.
“Other works will include enlarging 
and upgrading the existi ng access 
road and launch area; enlarging and 
formalising the parking area and 
improving the lighti ng.
“We’ve also ti med the works to 
try and avoid the NSW, ACT and 
Victorian school holidays,” he said.
It will be necessary to remove trees 
and some vegetati on to allow for 
road and parking improvements but 
once complete, the site will receive 
new planti ngs.
GPM Constructi ons Pty Ltd, a 

Sydney based specialist marine 
constructi on company, which 
worked on the Mogareeka boat 
ramp in 2016, have been engaged to 
carry out the constructi on. 
While the works are underway, 
people are asked to launch their 
boats at the Bermagui River boat 
ramp (Lamont Street, Bermagui) or 
at the Bermagui Harbour boat ramp 
(Posidonia Esplanade, Bermagui). 
Both ramps are located less than 

10km away from Beauty Point.
The renewal of this boat ramp is 
identi fi ed in the Transport for NSW 
Far South Coast Regional Boati ng 
Plan (2015) and in Council’s Leisure 
& Recreati on Asset Management 
Plan (2017) as a renewal and 
improvement project for mariti me 
faciliti es. 
For more informati on on this 
project, contact Matt  Collins on (02) 
6499 2140.

Beauty Point ramp upgrade

Users of the the Beauty Point Boat Ramp will soon enjoy greatly improved access to the 
water, with a major upgrade set to commence later this month.

Follow us
on Facebook

or visit our
website

|  www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/librarybegavalleyshirelibraryBega, Beramgui, Eden & Tura Marrang

Next Meeti ng
Wednesday 8 
August @ 2pm
Council Chambers, 
Biamanga Room, Bega Valley 
Commemorati ve Civic Centre, 
Bega

Watch the meeti ng 
as it happens!
Each Council meeti ng is live 
streamed for you to watch on 
your desktop, tablet or mobile.
www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/
councilmeeti ngs

Council
Following a busy fi rst half of 2018, 
the Councillors are presently 
enjoying a mid-year break.
The Revised Delivery Program 
2017- 2021, Operati onal Plan 
2018-2019 and Annual Budget 
2018-2019 took centre stage at 
the most recent meeti ng on 27 
June.
You can read more about the 
Operati onal Plan on pages 4 & 5.

 

Council will be facilitati ng the use 
of emerging technology in the 
form of an electric vehicle (EV) fast 
charging point in the Shire within 
the next 12 months, in line with the 
recently adopted Operati onal Plan 
2018 - 2019. 
The installati on of an electric 
vehicle charging point is part of 
an NRMA-led initi ati ve to support 
the transiti on to electric vehicles 
in Australia by providing charging 
points in regional locati ons. 
The charging point will be installed 
in Bega and will be funded almost 
enti rely through the NRMA with an 
agreement by Council to allocate 
1-2 car park spaces in the Bega 
CBD.
Manager Economic Development, 
Daniel Murphy, said that he’s 
excited for our Shire to be at 
the forefront in supporti ng EV 

technology and tourism.
“This is a vital opportunity for our 
Shire to be involved in providing 
infrastructure for this emerging 
technology to encourage electric 
vehicle owners to visit our area.
“Other towns in the south east, 
like Cooma and Batemans Bay will 

also be installing NRMA charging 
stati ons in the near future so it 
makes sense for our Shire to fi ll in 
the gap on the highway so that EV 
motorists are close to a fast charge-
up and can conti nue their touring 
loop,” he said.
Council offi  cers and NRMA 
representati ves reviewed potenti al 
locati ons around the Shire with 
NRMA earlier this year and this 
investi gati on resulted in Bega as 
the preferred locati on for a number 
of reasons:
• Integrati on into the broader 

NRMA Fast Charging Network 
project.

• Appropriate electrical 
connecti on (voltage).

• Close to ameniti es and shops.
• Relati ve driving distance to the 

next NRMA charge point.

• Promoti onal opportunity for 
the project. 

As part of the their Social Dividend 
Investment Strategy, NRMA are 
investi ng $10 million to build 
Australia’s biggest fast-charger 
network across NSW and the ACT, 
consisti ng of about 40 charging 
stati ons. 
The charge stati ons will be suitable 
for a range of EVs and will charge 
most types to 80% within 30 
minutes. The service will be free 
for NRMA members and there will 
be a reasonable charge for non-
members.
NRMA commissioned research 
(2017) reports that the scarcity 
of EV charging infrastructure is a 
major barrier to the adopti on of 
electric vehicles in Australia.

Electric vehicle charging point for Bega

Bega will be home to an electric vehicle 
fast charging point within a year under 

an NRMA-led initi ati ve. 

mailto:https://www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/councilmeetings?subject=
https://www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/library
https://www.facebook.com/begavalleyshirelibrary
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What’s on... 
LOCAL EVENTS

• Nethercote Produce Market
      Saturday 28 July 2018, 8am - noon

Nethercote Hall 
      htt ps://www.nethercoteproducemarket.com

• Cobargo Market Day
Every Saturday starti ng at 8am, Cobargo Village.

• Bega Valley Shire Council Meeti ng
Wednesday 8 August 2018, 2pm 

      Bega Valley Commemorati ve Civic Centre

www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/events

Scan the QR code with your smartphone to go directly to the Local Events Calendar
Don’t have a reader? Visit your app store to download one

Have your event listed on Council’s Local Events Calendar

Careers at Council
Current Vacancies

• Children’s Services Trainee (Adult) – Aboriginal identified
PD 505 - closes 22/7/18

• Finance Officer 
PD 521 - closes 22/7/18

• Nominated Supervisor Southern  
PD 119 - closes 22/7/18

• Nominated Supervisor Bandara (fixed term)  
PD 522 - closes 22/7/18

• Project & Contract Management Officer  
PD 528 - closes 30/7/18

• Design Engineer 
PD 526 - closes 30/7/18

begavalley.mercury.com.au

www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/careersatcouncil
Sign up to receive job alerts

A Council-funded spraying program 
aimed at removing the scourge of 
African Lovegrass from the Bega 
Saleyards site commenced recently.
African Lovegrass is a hardy, 
drought tolerant perennial grass 
species and is regarded as a weed 
due to its low feed quality and 
acceptance by livestock.
The work, which is being 
undertaken by local contractor 
Kevin Dibley, will cover the 17 
hectares from the Essenti al Energy 
depot on Kerrisons Lane back 
to the Princes Highway and will 
involve the current sweep of the 
land and follow up visits in early 
Spring prior to seeding.
Sale days and the resulti ng stock 
holdings and movements have 
been prioriti sed in the planning 
and implementati on of the 
program and as a consequence 
won’t be impacted.

Council’s Acti ng Manager 
Certi fi cati on & Compliance, 
Jonathon Pyke, said the project is 
consistent with the objecti ves on 
the NSW Biosecurity Act and the 
principles and prioriti es identi fi ed 
within the South East Strategic 
Weeds Management Plan.
“As key land managers we (Council) 
are committ ed to doing what we 
can to eff ecti vely respond to and 
manage biosecurity risks,” Mr Pyke 
said.
“Obviously the Saleyards site 
is very important to the local 
livestock industry and all the local 
farmers, agents and carriers; and 
the successful completi on of this 
spraying will result in an excellent 
outcome for all these groups.”
For more informati on contact 
Council’s Vegetati on Management 
Offi  cer, Greg Madden, on 0447 361 
880

Weed spraying at Saleyards

David Boag (Bega Saleyards lessee), Greg Madden (Council’s Vegetati on Management 
Offi  cer) and Kevin Dibley (contractor) discuss the African Lovegrass weed spraying 

program at the Bega Saleyards.

Bega Valley residents are being 
asked to help improve air quality 
this winter by checking that they are 
using their wood heaters correctly.
Council’s Environmental Health 
Cadet, Amanda McKenna, said 
during winter smoke from wood 
heaters can cause concerns for 
people with health conditi ons such 
as asthma, as well as the elderly and 
very young children.  
“These issues can be signifi cantly 
aggravated by the incorrect 
operati on of wood heaters,” Ms 
McKenna said.
“Smoky chimneys can be a real 
problem across the Shire during 
winter, with wood smoke from 
chimneys producing a haze that can 
become trapped over built up areas.
“We’re encouraging all residents 
with wood heaters to go outside 
and check their chimneys – ideally 
chimneys should not vent any 
smoke, just a heat haze. 
“It’s the responsibility of all wood 
heater owners to follow the easy 
steps listed below and minimise the 
harmful eff ects of smoke polluti on 
on their neighbours and the 
environment.” Ms McKenna said.
There are simple steps that can be 
taken to reduce polluti on from wood 
heaters:
• Don’t let your heater smoulder 
overnight – keep enough air in the 
fi re to maintain a fl ame.
• Burn only dry, aged hardwood 
in your wood heater. Unseasoned 
wood has lots of moisture, which 

causes a fi re to smoke.
• Store your wood under cover in 
a dry, venti lated area. Freshly cut 
wood needs to be stored for at least 
8 – 12 months.
• Never burn rubbish, drift wood 
or painted or treated wood. These 
are sure to pollute the air and can 
produce poisonous gases.
• When lighti ng a cold heater, use 
plenty of dry kindling to establish a 
good fi re quickly.
• Use several small logs rather than 
one large log and stack them loosely 
in your heater, so air can circulate 
around them. Don’t cram the fi rebox 
full.
• Keep the fl ame lively and bright. 
Your fi re should only smoke when 
you fi rst light it and when you add 
extra fuel. Open the air controls fully 
for 5 minutes before and 15 - 20 
minutes aft er reloading the heater.
• Check your chimney regularly to 
see how well your fi re is burning. 
If there is smoke coming from the 
chimney, increase the air supply to 
your fi re.
• Have the chimney cleaned every 
year to prevent creosote build-up.
• If you are buying a wood heater, 
make sure it has a compliance plate 
showing it meets the Australian 
Standard (AS/NZS 4013:1999) 
and obtain the relevant Council 
approvals prior to installati on.
Council staff  will be providing 
individually targeted informati on 
this winter to operators of 
ineffi  ciently operati ng wood heaters. 
For more informati on on how you 
can help to reduce wood smoke 
polluti on, contact Council or visit the 
NSW EPA’s website at htt p://www.
epa.nsw.gov.au/woodsmoke/cando.
htm.

Keep warm
breathe easy

http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/woodsmoke/cando.htm
https://www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/events
https://www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/careersatcouncil
https://begavalley.mercury.com.au/
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BegaValleyShire

begavalleyshirecouncil

www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au

Commemorative
Civic Centre

Be
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Zingel Place, Bega
www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/Civiccentre begavalleyciviccentre

Visit our
website to

book a space
or see what’s

on!

Bermagui collection
Saturday 15th September
The collection will held at:
• Bermagui Tip

Strudwicks Road, Bermagui
8:00 am to 2:30 pm

You can drop off the following items:
From your home
• Solvents and 

household cleaners
• Floor care products
• Ammonia-based 

cleaners
• Fluorescent globes 

and tubes

From your car
• Car batteries
• Motor oils, fuels and 

fl uids

From your garage
• Paint and paint-

related products
• Pesticides and 

herbicides
• Poisons
• Gas bottles
• Fire extinguishers
• Pool chemicals
• Hobby chemicals
• Acids and alkalis

If you are a user of the Bega 
Sporti ng Complex or you visit Bega 
Park (above the Bega Pool), you 
may have noti ced that these areas 
have been lit up to improve the use, 
functi on and safety of these sites.  
Bega Park and the Bega Sporti ng 
Complex now have upgraded 
lighti ng arising from $150,000 worth 
of funding Council received from 
the Commonwealth Government 
(Department of Home Aff airs) under 
the Acti vati ng and Lighti ng Bega 
Public Spaces project. 
Funding objecti ves were fourfold: 
improve surveillance at the Bega 
Sporti ng Complex and Bega Park; 
decrease the incidence of vandalism 
at both sites; reduce the incidence 
of anti -social behaviour at Bega 
Park; and improve community 
percepti ons of safety at Bega Park.
Eight heritage style LED lights 
were installed along the central 
pathway in Bega Park along with 
a replacement of the light at the 
archway entrance to the park on the 

corner of Upper and Parker Streets.
Lighti ng at the Bega Sporti ng 
Complex included the following:
1. Installati on of 7 steel light poles 
with 9 x 80 watt  LED fl ood lights at 
the carpark adjacent to the netball 
courts and skate park;
2. Installati on of 50 watt  LED fl ood 
lights on the Bega Sports Stadium;
3. Installati on of new eave-mounted 
LED lights and a 50 watt  LED 
fl oodlight on the Tennis Clubhouse 
building; and 
4. Installati on of 10 new bollard 
style 20 watt  LED lamps around the 
paved area behind the Bega War 
Memorial. 
Council will evaluate the impact 
the new lighti ng has on these 
recreati onal areas and the people 
that use them through consultati on 
with local Police and through online 
community feedback.  If you have 
any comments in relati on to this 
evaluati on you are encouraged to 
contact Council on (02) 6499 2222.

Lighti ng up Bega

Lighti ng upgrades have recently been completed in Bega Park (pictured) and throughout 
the Bega Sporti ng Complex thanks to Commonwealth Government funding.

https://www.facebook.com/begavalleyciviccentre
https://www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/civiccentre
https://www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/councilnews
https://www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au
https://www.facebook.com/begavalleyshirecouncil
mailto:council%40begavalley.nsw.gov.au?subject=

